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Your Role as a Permanency Planning Team Member
In Session 7, you learned that the job of a Permanency Planning Team member
is very similar, whether the member is:


a foster family helping a child transition to a permanent home through
reunification or adoption.



an adoptive family.

Which of these roles do you think best matches the strengths and needs of your
family?

Describe the child whose needs you could best meet based on your assessment
of your strengths and needs (age, sex, developmental needs, history of abuse or
neglect, race, culture and ethnicity):

Please answer the following questions if you want to become a foster parent.
Imagine that a child in your care is going to be reunited with his or her birth
family. Jot down your ideas about how you would help with the transition.
1. How would you help the child understand why he or she is returning
home?

2. How would you help the child manage the loss of moving from your
family?

3. What would you do to help the child become attached or renew
attachment to his or her family?

4. What could you do to help a child cope with this transition?

5. What could you do to help a child maintain connections that he or she
developed while in your care?

6. Which of the above tasks (questions 1 - 5)
a. could your family most comfortably fulfill?

b. would be most challenging for your family?

7. What supports do you think you would need from the team to be
successful with the above tasks?

Answer the following questions if you wish to become an adoptive parent. Jot
down your ideas about how you would perform these necessary tasks.
1. What do you think you might say to the child to explain why he or she was
adopted?

2. What losses do you think a child placed with you might have, and how
would you plan to support the child?

3. What would you do to help the child form attachments?

4. How would you help a child cope with changes and transitions as he or
she moves from the foster family to your family?

5. What would you do you help a child maintain connections from his or her
past?

6. Which of the above tasks (questions 1 - 5)
a. could your family most comfortably fulfill?

b. would be most challenging for your family?

7.
What supports do you think you would need from the team to be
successful with the above tasks?

