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When families first call the agency to ask about foster care or adoption, they have
certain expectations. Even before you called, you probably thought about what
fostering or adopting would mean to your family. Think, now, about three things
you hoped would happen if you became a foster parent or adoptive parent.
When I think about fostering or adopting a child, I hope these three things
will happen for me and for my family:
1.
2.
3.
What you have learned so far about foster care and adoption may be just what
you expected, or it may challenge some of your expectations. Read the following
statements about foster care and adoption, and circle an answer: "Not at all what
I expected," or "Somewhat as I expected," or "Exactly what I expected."
1.

Because of the life experiences and special needs of the children,
foster care and adoption can have a significant impact on all
members of the foster family or adoptive family.

2.

Being a foster parent or adoptive parent means sharing the child
with birth parents and professionals, and making decisions as a
team on behalf of the child's best interests.

3.

Foster parents and adoptive parents have to be ready to talk with
children about sensitive issues in order to help the children when
they are feeling confused or troubled.
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4.

In many cases foster parents have to be able to help children return
to their birth parents.

5.

Vernon, in the film, was acting out typical behavior of a young child
who is separated from his family.

6.

Foster parents do not necessarily adopt the children in their homes,
even if those children will not return to their birth families.

7.

Many children in foster care and adoption will be involved with a
counselor or therapist while living with the foster family or adoptive
family.

8.

Foster parents and adoptive parents need to be able to use help from
a lot of people and places in order to meet the needs of the children
and their birth families.

9.

Foster families and adoptive families need a lot of information on
how to protect and nurture children, meet their needs, support their
family relationships, and work with teams.

10.

Foster parents and adoptive parents have to be committed to
continue learning about how to meet the needs of the children in
their home.

